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HONOR 


DR. SEELYE BIXLER 


President Colby College, 1942-1960 


When first made the acquaintance Dr. Seelye Bixler, was 
professor Harvard and was member the Harvard daily chapel 
choir. When Dr. Bixler spoke chapel the members the choir—a 
group crass mercenaries who were paid sing, rather than idealists 
who came pray—actually listened the sermon. thus impressed 
early, and has impressed ever since. 


One the rewards coming Colby 1957 was the privilege 
working ctuse association with Dr. Bixler, learning the mysteries 
college administration from one the great personalities among 
college presidents our day. These pages will suggest some the 
measure the wisdom which governed his official actions, well 
some the warmth his personality which set the tone for Colby 
College for eighteen years. 


STRIDER 
President, Colby College 
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THE PHILOSOPHY JULIUS SEELYE BIXLER 
STEPHEN PEPPER 


studying Bixler’s philosophy one does well keep mind 

that much theologian philosopher. This com- 
bination philosopher-theologian special asset these 
present days when the usual combination that philosopher- 
scientist. makes possible for Bixler see quite clearly 
where frequently philosophers have gone overboard their 
eagerness develop and conform the concepts science, 
which essentially means the concepts physics and mathema- 
tics. 

Bixler conceives that central aim philosophy that 
attaining overall view the world—a view that will include 
its survey not only things intellectual but also things practical 
and emotional, values well facts, religion well science. 
There are truths from religion well from science. 
philosophy which restricts its concern the results the 
sciences inadequate human experience. 

His general attitude these respects clearly summarized 
near the beginning scholarly article where particular 
pains give his thoughts precise statement. The title the 
article, Problem Religious Knowledge,” itself pre- 
figures his considered philosophical judgment. maintains 
that there religious knowledge. many may seem strange 
that there should any issue about this. Yet this has been 
questioned both theological and philosophical schools. 

Here the condensed statement Bixler’s position: “(1) 
That the term ‘knowledge’ should not restricted posi- 
tivistic empiricism judgments confirmed sense data alone, 
but should expanded include (a) systematic knowledge 
the metaphysical type, (b) knowledge ideals which are 
possibilities experience and determinative actual reflective 
experience, and (c) interpretation the world whole 
the basis such knowledge ideals. 
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That although religion lacks the preciseness science 
and uses methods which often not allow for exact scientific 
confirmation, its closest analogy, nevertheless, with the knowl- 
edge situation, since, like knowledge, presupposes participa- 


tion relationships that are reasonable they are universal 
and necessary. 


That ‘faith’ stands for practical loyalty ideals and 
the power which working realize them. Insofar faith 
understood implies beliefs, these are expressions convic- 
tions the appropriateness voluntary commitment rather 
than statements opinion about matters empirical fact. 
Such beliefs cannot receive verification the scientific sense, 
but they may appeal type practical verification leading 
assurance which cannot called arbitrary. 


“Let define experience ‘what happens when self 
meets world,’ knowledge ‘well grounded beliefs expressed 
critical judgments,’ value ‘what reasonably considered 
authoritative norm for conduct appreciation re- 
flection,’ religion ‘devotion ideal values and the power 
which work make them actual.’” (Philosophical Re- 
view, November 1942). 


The whole Bixler’s philosophy, believe, lies ker- 
nel within these statements. His numerous articles and books 
are expansions one another the theses laid down here. 
philosophical position. 


Let look first what denied. Bixler this and other 
writings spends good deal space the expansion these 
denials. picks out two extreme schools contemporary be- 
lief for attack examples what regards destructive 
his broad and tolerant philosophical attitude. These are the 
logical-positivist school philosophy, and the existentialist 
Barthian school theology. Both are dogmatic different 
ways. And both have ancient ancestry. So, these criticisms 
are not transitory movements, but deeply imbedded trends 
human bias. The one the bias for narrow, supposedly 
irrefutable intellectualism, the other bias for intransigent 
anti-intellectualism. 
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The logical-positivist position representing today the first 
these biases briefly this: the model for successful achieve- 
ment knowledge that science, and the apex such 
knowledge found mathematics and physics. Mathe- 
matics gives logical truth which consists rigorous deduction 
theorems from postulates and definitions according rules 
which guarantee non-contradiction. mathematical system 
gives information about facts, however, though essen- 
tial for scientific deductions. Factual knowledge, empirical 
truth, comes entirely from empirical science. science, hypo- 
theses are framed and observation and experiment confirmed 
through sense experience. The ultimate verification scien- 
tific statement through sensation, usually visual. The em- 
pirical truth complicated hypothesis involving many steps 
mathematical deduction and controlled experiment gets veri- 
fied the visual observation number pointer readings 
scale. And rougher ways the same with all factual 
statements capable verification. The logical-positivist gen- 
eralizes this situation and concludes that there fully justifi- 
able empirical statement that does not find its ultimate verifica- 
tion sense data. All knowledge matters fact—and that 
means all knowledge except the mathematical which offers 
factual information—is, for the logical positivist, based sen- 
sation. Any statements that cannot traced back ultimately 
sensations are, accordingly this sweeping 
generalization, turns out that all statements about values are 
“meaningless,” all metaphysical statements, and all theological 
statements. 


Bixler, the summary above, challenges the logical-positivist 
position. saying that there religious knowledge 
well scientific, and also knowledge values and much else 
beyond sense data. His positive argument, where shows just 
what religious knowledge is, will brought out later. But 
strong negative argument may brought now. points 
out that the positivist position dogmatic and depends 
arbitrary definition knowledge. For knowledge de- 
fined, that statements based other modes verification than 
sense data would not knowledge, then any extension 
the range knowledge blocked off definition. All argu- 
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ment ceases. Such blocking off definition, however, 
clearly dogmatic. Besides, definitions will not obliterate facts. 
other kinds verification exist, they will continue exist 
and operate whether school philosophers does does not 
allow them defined constituting knowledge. This 
demonstration dogmatism inherent the positivist position 
seems irrefutable. So, this school narrow intellec- 
tualism longer stands his way. 


Bixler’s treatment the anti-intellectualist dogmatism 
the Barthians somewhat similar. They virtually define all in- 
tellectual evidence irrelevant religion. Consequently, any- 
one who presents theology supported rational arguments 
automatically excluded from the society the true religion. 
with the positivists, the constructive answer produce 
rational religion. But meanwhile negatively pertinent 
point out that rational religion cannot legitimately rejected 
defining religion something irrational. Moreover, Bixler 
observes that there something inconsistent the irration- 
alists writing books presenting reasons for the truth theory 
that irrational. the Barthians their zeal avoid 
argument are numbered today among the most argumen- 
tative men may well give pause.” (Religion for Free 
Minds, New York, 1939, 63). 


Having disposed these two types dogmatic opposition 
theory religious knowledge, Bixler then free de- 
velop his constructive theory. Here begins calling at- 
tention the reality ideals. These are norms values. 
And they are effective human action and experience. Bixler 
approaches these norms much the spirit Plato. They are 
the standards use determining what good and right. 
using them believe them. believe they have 
source outside ourselves. did not make them. And yet 
are not sure see them clearly. Our beliefs about them have 
modified work them out our experience. The 
process working them out, applying them our living and 
our communal activity with other persons also working out 
their ideals, constitutes verification process. The result 
this process kind knowledge. the beginning 
religious knowledge. 
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Religious knowledge thus distinct from scientific knowl- 
edge. knowledge values, while scientific knowledge 
objects observed the senses. But just surely knowl- 
edge. founded beliefs, and these beliefs are verified 
our acts, the experience living. The verification 
not clean-cut scientific verification can be, but just 


The verification our beliefs values, our ideals, comes 
about through the harmony their working our life. They 
have fit together and fit the world which they operate. 
This process often called coherence. The greater the degree 
coherence our ideals attain the greater the degree truth 
for our beliefs them. Religious knowledge thus search 
for harmony values. 


this search Bixler points out there sort rhythm 
which indicates sort philosophical dualism. the 
rhythm testing and then thinking and then testing again and 
then thinking again. apply our ideals situations. They 
rarely quite fit. then retire from experience for period 
contemplation which adjust our ideals attain greater 
coherence. Then return experience and test them again. 
This rhythm indicates dualism values and existence, 
the ideal and the actual. dualism much stressed re- 
ligious experience. But not dualism which divides the 
world. the contrary, pulls the world together. just 
what leads greater harmony and coherence. For there would 
adjustment our values overcome conflict did 
not put them the test existence and then think about them 
essence. 

This process brings out two other traits religious expe- 
rience—namely, commitment one’s belief, and the impor- 
tance awareness suffering. scientific knowledge 
great stress laid commitment. But religious belief 
this vital. For through strong emotional commitment 
that our religious beliefs, our ideals, get fully tested the stress 
existence. How else would become vividly aware 
elements falseness our ideals, unless applied them with 
complete commitment? else could assured their 
truth? For applied our ideals only half-heartedly, they 
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would only half tested, like putting only half your weight 
the ice see how strong is. You not know whether 
strong enough carry you not. And sometime when 
you have cross the ice, may break through. So, full com- 
mitment essential religious belief. But, course, such 
commitment not contrary the process adjusting and har- 
monizing our beliefs where they are found incoherent. And 
there would still, take it, certain unchangeable and ulti- 
mate commitments such belief the truth coherence itself 
the basis for testing value. 

The importance the awareness suffering part this 
process. Bixler makes strong plea for sense suffering 
rather than sense sin. The sense suffering what our 
ideals are trying alleviate. The verification our ideals 
precisely their power lessen suffering. aware 
the truth our ideals aware the suffering they can 
reduce. sense suffering carries and our ideals out into 
the world make better. But sense sin turns one in- 
ward and away from life. “Discussion care, anxiety, and 
guilt,” writes Bixler, its morbid overtones. Youth does not 
accept them and neither should we. Pain and death must 
brought out into the open topics for reflection. The next 
step treat them with the perceptiveness that refuses 
consider them final” Faith that Fulfills, New York, 1951, 
75). 

One can see such detail the vast contrast between the 
dogmatic, irrational religion the Barthians, and particularly 
Kierkegaard who wallows anxiety and sin, and the liberal 
rational religion for which Bixler pleading. 

From the foregoing analysis religious knowledge, Bixler 
led highly sympathetic interpretation mysticism. 
one would imagine, not the solitary but the social mystic 
that Bixler idealizes. One Bixler’s most eloquent and re- 
vealing essays his philosophy that “The Mystic Way” 
from his Four Approaches Belief, published the Re- 
view, 1956. 

Bixler anxious break down the conception the mystic 
espousing the irrational and setting chasm between 
ineffable experience and the processes ordinary reasoning 
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and perception with communication between the two. “The 
great mystics,” says, not affirm this. the further 
side reason, they say, something serious import. 
become inarticulate, true (they continue), when try 
talk about it. must said also that because involves 
our own personal salvation, cannot hope share with you 
all the richness its content. But define some sort 
split-off consciousness deny the facts. Our experience 
God fits into pattern with other experiences that are intel- 
ligible and communicable. Once attained the vision brings 
results that are obviously good.” 


Bixler interprets the mystic experience supremely in- 
tense period harmonious contemplation preparatory re- 
turn into the stress and conflicts common existence. 
one aspect the cosmic rhythm, referred earlier, between 
values and existence. And then Bixler enlarges upon the in- 
numerable instances social devotion which have followed 
after men have had the mystic experience genuine religious 
conversion. 

Taking mysticism seriously leads the question our 
knowledge God. For the mystic feels that com- 
munication with God. Bixler asks what this world would 
have communication with God. would not liter- 
ally seeing him hearing him speak words. Such visions are 
the natural but irrelevant elaborations ecstasy. For com- 
munication from God, “the ordinary means for the give and 
take ideas are ruled out from the start,” writes Bixler. 
venture say there experience common 
all perceptive men and women that incompletely described 
unless the word ‘God’ used accounting for it. Each 
something can work on. the fact that are placed 
lar moral challenge, and continue improve our doing, along 
with our feeling and thinking that gives clue the nature 
God. The mystic does indeed ‘encounter’ reality out- 
which both reason and conscience approve and which every 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
= 
4 
) 


294 Colby Library Quarterly 


sense deserves the term directs the Source 
our values and increases our knowledge this Source” 
(“The Mystic 

give this extended quotation that Bixler’s argument 
this important transition may appreciated his own words. 
argument for the existence and nature God way 
our sense values and our practical commitment the 
endeavor realize them. presupposes the reality values 
earlier established, our intellectual and emotional commit- 
ment them, and lastly the coherence experience which 
verifies them and which find ourselves immersed whenever 
they are about realized true. 

This last point the final one shall stress this summary 
interpretation Bixler’s philosophy. The nature God 
found partly his being the Source the objective value 
norms which guide our living. But found equally the 
process living experience constantly striving for coherence. 
follows that God with and working through pro- 
portion are being rational the broad sense attaining 
harmony out conflict. 

The following passage brings out this point: more 
than grain truth the old contention the idealists that 
when our reflection truly rational, when, say, reason 
truly ‘enters,’ then not alone who think but God the 
Spirit Reason who thinks us” (“The Mystic Way”). But 
must not think, the “old idealists” did, that somehow the 
coherence all achieved hidden Absolute cannot see, 
that our struggles are all “appearance” beneath the transcen- 
dent “reality” the Absolute. Bixler the struggles are 
real and there transcendent Absolute. But there are ob- 
jective vaiues for which may name God their Source, and 
there continuous process realizing these values through 
converting conflict and suffering into harmony and coherence. 
God with our struggles and this part the nature 
God. “God greater than but the greatness 
sort know and respect and find good. His difference not 
kind. God the rational and ethical ideal, can, 
however imperfectly, make his will our own, and can cooperate, 
however unworthily the effort carry out his purpose” 
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(The Faith that Fulfills, 60). identifying part God’s 
nature with man’s suffering and struggle towards harmony, 
follows that God also suffers. Says Bixler, “Suffering must 
characterize the experience God himself God 
love” 56). would follow too that changing 
God who moves with the whole movement human expe- 
rience towards the coherent realization his values. 

Putting all the above together very briefly: There scientific 
knowledge and there religious knowledge. The first deals 
with the organization the data perception, the latter with 
the experiencing values. have objectivity beyond 
momentary experience and guide towards coherence which 
form rationality. God may properly identified with 
these objective values and with the total movement expe- 
rience through suffering and conflict toward harmony and co- 
herence. this total movement scientific knowledge would 
found merge and cooperate with religious knowledge. 

this summary Bixler’s philosophy essentially cor- 
rect, genuine synthesis the theological and philosophi- 
cal traditions. original synthesis. The nearest philoso- 
phy his know that Whitehead his last mature writ- 
ings. But there are features Bixler’s philosophy that seem 
his alone. 
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DR. BIXLER PRESIDENT 


REGINALD STURTEVANT 


college presidency places upon man demands for 

leadership that are tremendous, but the actual power 
command which can exercise, whether over faculty, student 
body, public, really very limited. Thus becomes one 
the severest tests ability, personality and character. When, 
1942, Dr. Bixler was chosen for this position, the then Board 
Chairman, Neil Leonard, suddenly struck with the pressures 
into which they were about thrust this sensitive scholar from 
Harvard Divinity School, exclaimed, hope haven’t made 
mistake.” The next eighteen years would demonstrate how 
groundless was his momentary fear. 

was quite natural that Dr. Bixler should enjoy the best 
relations with his faculty. scholar wide renown, teacher 
himself who saw problems from their point view, was con- 
vinced that college, essence, its faculty; his primary 
concern was always for measures which would enlarge and im- 
prove that body, and would make for academic climate 
attractive the best men available. His own wide acquaintance 
the academic world was great help this respect. 
was successful, among other things, doubling the number 
the faculty, more than doubling the salary scale, es- 
tablishing departments art and music, and developing 
personal loyalty that did much attract good teachers and 
hold them. was “professor’s president.” 

Less matter course, and, hence, even more gratifying, 
was the response Dr. Bixler evoked from the general public. 
did much bring the college and the world about into 
closer relationship, through evening courses for adults, town 
and gown orchestra, televised courses, public lectures, con- 
certs and exhibits the college. placed the campus 
year-around use sponsoring summer schools, institutes and 
conferences many kinds. his own time was prodigal 
speaking engagements, and civic charitable duties. 

The real secret his success, however, was his own person- 
ality. Wherever rose speak, people were charmed his 
unaffected sincerity, pleased his delightful humor, impressed 
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his intellect, and inspired his enthusiasm. The best 
measure the public’s opinion him what they have 
done for him. came Colby 650 students, having 
only three buildings and five shells its new campus; leaves 
with thirty beautiful Georgian buildings, one the finest 
college plants the country, doubled endowment, and 
enroliment 1100. 

His hardest test lay with the student body which had 
combat apathy and stimulate intellectual activity and interest. 
accomplish this tried number ingenious and effective 
ideas: the Creative Thinking Course, the Book the Year, the 
Senior Scholars program independent study; and brought 
Colby continuous procession outstanding authorities 
various fields visiting professors, lecturers convocation 
speakers. 

That made progress evidenced the constant rise 
academic standards, and his own words, “They are appealed 
the truly worthwhile. There this marvelous rising 
quality. People around here now are responding ideas.” 

Two things great importance brought the student 
body—a new and dynamic concept intellectual values and 
genuine and sympathetic concern for the individual. quote 
directly from the students, was the “warmth, understanding, 
humor and humility” one the world’s greatest scholars 
which impressed them most. might well said him 
James Russell Lowell said Louis Agassiz, “His magic was 
not far seek,—he was human.” 

The real test one’s sense humor whether can laugh 
himself. This Bixler could with great glee. the many 
jokes about his extraordinary height, especially liked quote 
the saying his Harvard colleagues, “We don’t want Bixler 
any longer—he long enough.” 

Nevertheless, the tall, sandy-haired, enthusiastic and lov- 
able scholar goes striding down the corridors history, his 
stature bound increase future generations come recog- 
nize and appraise the quality that was Bixler, which the 
college rose, for the very embodiment those words 
Joseph Addison’s: “’Tis not mortals command success; 
will more—deserve it.” 


| 
| 
| 
q 


298 Colby Library Quarterly 
DR. BIXLER TEACHER 


LOVE ESTES 


was graduated from Colby with many pleasant memories, 
one these being the privilege taking course under 
Dr. Bixler. wish all Colby students could have attended his 
Tuesday evening seminar American Thought for Dr. Bixler 
one those rare educators who not only truly dedicated 
his subject but also radiates such enthusiasm and spark that 
his students soon become zealous learners. 


Classmates from every department were represented the 
seminar American Thought. Before the first class, many 
were little fearful and uncertain what could ex- 
pect. After all, this class was conducted the President 
the College. were put ease soon the tall doctor 
strode through the door clapping his hands manner familiar 
all Colby students and flashed his special smile. His first 
act was read our enrollment cards ascertain what name 
belonged with each face. After this always called 
our first names. 


The pattern Dr. Bixler outlined our first meeting fol- 
lowed all semester. week gave short introduction 
the week’s material and then turned the class over three 
students who, succession, gave short talks philosopher 
and his ideas. This was concluded Dr. Bixler’s short sum- 
mary what considered the essential points covered the 
evening’s discussion. 


How much philosophy meant Dr. Bixler soon manifested 
itself several ways. One his habits delighted and touched 
the same time. phrase quotation used one 
the students might appeal the doctor and would ask 
have repeated. the phrase was reread enjoyed watching 
Dr. Bixler’s face developed look concentration and 
deep thought. admired this proven and substantial philoso- 
pher for the time and the concern lavished ideas emanat- 
ing from beginners. 


Another prevalence was the way could introduce his be- 
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loved music into our discussions. More than once listened 
Dr. Bixler hum few bars from favorite symphony 
concerto. Remarkably, the music always related our dis- 
cussions. 


sat this seminar came realize how vast and dis- 
cerning Dr. Bixler’s mind was. Many times during our discus- 
sions inserted ideas from other areas knowledge for 
consider relation our present topic. made un- 
derstand not only the philosophical implications idea, 
but also its bearing upon almost every other aspect life 
well. learned many new correlations unsuspected before, say. 
between philosophy and history philosophy and biology. 
Everything seemed come under the scrutiny his mind. 


these Tuesday evening classes often analyzed extremely 
complex problems, but under Dr. Bixler’s guidance, plus his 
great zest, found myself entering these discussions with great 
interest. left these classes mentally aroused and with the 
sense having accomplished something. 


Almost direct result this stimulation found myself 
working harder and harder the semester wore on, not be- 
cause had but because wanted Under Dr. Bixler’s 
leadership the course came alive and represented challenge 
me, and I’m sure that was not alone this feeling. found 
myself doing extra work and spending more time over as- 
signments. eagerly looked forward Tuesday’s class with 
the feeling that for couple hours was really getting the 
utmost out college education. 


was sad moment when class ended for the last time. 
had lot thoughts carry away with me, but perhaps the 
chief thought was that had had wonderful opportunity: the 


opportunity watch, listen and learn from truly great educa- 
tor. 
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NOTES THE EDUCATION COLLEGE 
PRESIDENT 


SEELYE BIXLER 


old story about brand-new college president who 

his first day office was told the treasurer that some 
bonds held the bank had matured. better call the 
bank,” said the treasurer, see what should done.” 
“Yes,” came the reply from the bank, “the bonds are here. 
you want them converted redeemed?” long silence 
followed. Then the poor college president somewhat shaky 
voice was heard say, “Am talking the First National 
Bank the First Baptist Church?” 

The story might well have been told about Galen Eustis and 
sat down talk over the problems the college 
treasury when first came Waterville from Harvard. 
financial training had been skimpy indeed, and, alas, was 
not broadened much one might wish Colby 
experience. Robert Hutchins has remarked somewhere that 
college president has five constituencies: trustees, faculty, stu- 
dents, alumni, and the general public, and that has spend 
just enough time with each antagonize the other four. One 
could also say that college president has three chief interests: 
promotion, people, and principles—or money, men, and meta- 
physics—and the amount attention can pay each 
sharply limited the demands the other two. 

Apparently, the ability make two greenbacks grow where 
one grew before either given withheld birth and only 
with difficulty cultivated later life. Dr. Franklin Johnson, 
sterling predecessor, was very shrewd investor, and his 
talent was great service the college. own father, 
Congregational minister small salary with little invest, 
was nevertheless attracted extraordinary degree Wall 
Street, and used turn regularly the stock market quo- 
tations after reading the first page the newspaper. was 
never able work the same kind interest. when 
Galen tried show what the college was against and 
what was doing meet its many emergencies, found 
responsive according lights, but also discovered that 
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much the light was darkness. Mr. Carroll Perkins, chair- 
man the board’s investment committee, was strict his in- 
sistence that should attend all meetings. will not con- 
tribute great deal,” told me, “but part your job you 
ought know what going on.” could see the reasonable- 
ness this and for ten years went faithfully those Monday 
afternoon sessions where board members and college officers 
talked such erudite way about commodities and prices. 
nothing else, learned admire the loyalty well the 
shrewdness the men who made the decisions. own com- 
ments were limited stocks whose names fascinated me, such 
“Climax Molybdenum” “Shahmoon,” and used won- 
der periodically had courage enough correct the com- 
mittee’s pronunciation “Fruehauf.” Yet with all was 
astounded the committee’s memory. question was raised 
about what Peoria and Eastern Illinois had done September 
20, 1918, someone was sure know that had risen half 
point that day but dropped back three-eighths percent 
the day following. Such knowledge was much too wonderful 
for me; could not attain it. And after the first ten years 
became less and less regular attendance, knowing that the 
matter was safe hands and that plenty other problems 
were clamoring for attention. 

equal importance with the question how retain money 
was the question how get it. Here the president could 
hardly refrain from being active member the team. Joe 
Smith, very kindly article published the Alumnus when 
came Colby, stated that the trustees had chosen scholar 
and teacher, and that the field money-raising they were 
willing let nature take its course. Alas, the course that 
nature chose was rocky one. shall never forget the sessions 
our development committee held before board meetings 
the Eastland Hotel Portland during those first years. 
seemed though did nothing but sit and look each other 
dolefully. Assignments had not been carried out; new pros- 
pects were not appearing; money was not coming in. Three 
women’s buildings were use Mayflower Hill, but addi- 
tion there were five bare, brick shells bleak, windswept 
pasture, and nothing else. Kierkegaard, the melancholy Dane, 
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has written the blank despair that grips the religious soul. 
felt the despair and weren’t even sure its religious con- 
notations. think everyone might that point have given 
and gone home had not been for the irresistibly contagious 
optimism Dr. Johnson. his ability put bold face 
the matter and refuse admit anything but ultimate triumph 
was one the most remarkable people have ever known. 
the course time worked out more intelligent plan, 
more friends stepped help, and our hopes for Mayflower 
Hill well for academic changes began realized. 
all the surprises, one the pleasantest was the 
ing amount interest shown the parents. Dr. Hutchins’s 
five groups might well have been expanded include them 
because their influence was significant. Instead being dis- 
couraged the rising tuition fees, the parents seemed 
eager find more channels through which contribute. 
remember very well when Bill Millett came the office with 
the suggestion that might try Parents’ Day the fall. 
thought would invite our visitors drop into class 
the morning, then give them free lunch with speech 
two thrown in, then take them the football game, and after- 
wards tea. Our feeling was that should lucky 
had thirty forty. recall it, one hundred came the first 
year, two hundred the next year, something like four five 
hundred the third year, and then the total quickly reached the 
one thousand mark. Not only did our friends respond en- 
thusiastically this autumn invitation, but throughout the year 
they came out large numbers alumni meetings and 
special meetings called their own representatives, even when 
they knew that the object was money. Their aggressive eager- 
ness push the college forward continued most gratifying. 
Today many colleges, schools, and hospitals are seeking such 
large sums money that the question often raised whether 
the country has enough resources satisfy the demand. The 
reply the professionals that the salvation our charitable 
institutions lies with the corporations, great and small. first 
they were slow respond. The habitual reply officials 
all appeals was that stockholders would never approve this 
use their money. interesting well cheering see 
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how rapidly this attitude changing. The legality gifts 
colleges has been tested the courts. Many corporations can 
now appealed the ground: that college graduates 
are needed business leaders, and good colleges help 
build the kind society where business can flourish. cor- 
porations continue think along these lines and see the 
almost unlimited opportunities ahead shall indeed have rea- 
son thankful. 

When one considers Colby’s strenuous efforts and the solid 
basis its appeal really surprising that has not received 
more gifts the larger sort. Its greatest benefactor was Dr. 
George Averill who during the course his life contributed 
over million dollars. eighteen years Colby nothing 
else that was any way comparable was received. 
memory correct, the nearest was gift one hundred fifty 
thousand dollars from the Davella Mills Foundation which had 
matched another hundred thousand. This was re- 
ceived part our campaign for the Life Sciences Building. 
For the most part Colby’s money has come from generous peo- 
ple who gave freely but were not able make the larger and 
more spectacular donations. And has been very interesting 
see how many contributors have been attracted from out- 
side the college’s immediate family. The fancy the public 
was caught the picture Dr. Johnson, coming Colby from 
Teachers’ College the age 60, making his mind during 
his first year office that the college could not continue where 
was, and then persuading the board June 13, 1930, the 
worst possible yet only possible time, vote “to move the 
college and when feasible.” 

college cannot move anything else significance 
unless enthusiastic alumni support. When appeared 
Colby graduate another college, used wonder 
whether the alumni would take into their circle. The first 
moves were tentative. one meeting where made im- 
passioned plea for support, couldn’t help overhearing the 
comment one elderly lady the front row made her neigh- 
bor. ain’t good-looking the other fellow, he?” 
she remarked. time went found that more and more 
alumni, instead holding back with shyness that matched 
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own, would come forward with the most cordial greet- 
ings. alumni trips, instead being ordeals, became occa- 
sions which looked forward with eagerness. Each year 
met more friends and each year seemed the friends 
became warmer. Before left, Mrs. Bixler and knew that 
could not have found group more congenial work with 
more generous and outgoing their expressions feeling. 
were strangers and, the best Biblical sense, they took 
into their hearts and lives wonderful spirit comradeship. 


The heart the college course the faculty. college 
president has more solemn obligation, just has 
more fascinating task, than that choosing the best available 
faculty members and giving them the best available facilities 
with which work. During the last eighteen years the Colby 
faculty has grown more ways than one. The other day 
Norman was reminiscing about the faculty meetings that 
our living room College Avenue was large enough 
house. recalled his coming early help arrange the 
chairs and, the end, Mrs. Bixler’s appearance with brownies 
and coffee and cocoa introduce the social hour. When 
went Colby thought that faculty meeting should the 
outward and visible expressicn inward spirit harmony 
and cooperation. The limitations this view were brought 
home when one member the faculty remarked that 
did not like coming the president’s house for faculty 
meetings because guest express his mind with 
the vigor and independence which was accustomed. The 
point was course that faculty meeting ought bring out 
the clash opinions that are sign growth. impos- 
sible not sympathize with this some extent. And yet, 
what proportion faculty debates really produce good ideas 
and good action? And why the proportion small 
speak one who himself profession faculty mem- 
ber. the words the old song: “I’m teacher born and 
teacher bred and when I’m gone there’s teacher dead.” Yet 
must confess that less convinced than used that 
teacher such must always have clearer vision the 
truth than his non-professional neighbor. are all familiar 
with the remark: professor doesn’t have meet payroll.” 
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used ask myself whether having meet payroll would 
actually open anyone’s eyes the facts. Somewhat surpris- 
ingly have come the conclusion that some extent might. 
mean simply that one can see cases where the security the 
teacher’s life leads certain kind irresponsibility. 
hard account any other way either for the extraordinary 
ideas sometimes propounded faculty meeting for the ex- 
traordinary amount time taken explain them. Not having 
either meet payroll punch time-clock may not 
unmixed blessing. the same token, when person with 
the native intelligence needed gain Ph.D. degree coupled 
with teacher’s concern for people does discipline himself and 
does achieve the mastery which allows him see ideas steadily 
and their wholeness, the result human well pro- 
fessional triumph. There are finer people the world than 
great teachers and over the years Colby has had its share. 
faculty colleagues Colby were both constant intellectual 
stimulus and source the satisfaction that comes only with 
the richest friendship. 

Speaking faculty discipline should like mention one 
other matter. All are familiar with the “Publish 
Perish” policy some our larger universities and with the 
natural and legitimate faculty protest against it. young as- 
piring teacher can crushed spirit and driven into bad 
nervous state the feeling that must publish, and his ef- 
fectiveness the classroom can seriously hampered. 
the other hand, does writing all, believe his teach- 
ing will suffer. There are course brilliant exceptions whom 
all can call mind. Yet, and large, the discipline 
putting one’s ideas down paper and submitting them 
larger and more critical audience than students provide one 
which the teacher neglects the price failing grow 
should. has been satisfaction see the Colby faculty find- 
ing themselves greater agreement with this view time has 
gone on. 


The least understood group the college constituency 
the board trustees and some ways the group which 
has the greatest for evil for good. came 
Colby knowing very little about trustees but with the general 
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feeling that conflict between faculty and trustees should 
arise, the faculty were bound right and the trustees just 
mental degeneracy that experience has modified that opinion 
some degree. conflict with faculty, trustees are apt 
right least part the time! There are course trus- 
tees and trustees. the board meetings fifteen eighteen 
years ago seemed that the lawyers enjoyed nothing 
much chance hold the proceedings that they could 
haggle over the dotting legal crossing legal 
Largely under the influence Neil Leonard, himself lawyer, 
this was changed and our board became more and more con- 
cerned with the larger issues and competent dealing with 
them. have been particularly happy have faculty members 
the board because, addition representing the faculty 
point view, their board membership has given them chance 
see how well some business and legal minds deal with prob- 
lems teaching and learning. who teach need re- 
minded that are not the only ones who have interest 
and understanding educational questions. layman’s 
fresh approach times full insight. When one considers 
how little most Colby’s board members have had with 
schools professional way, one marvels their willingness 
spend large part each board meeting discussing edu- 
cational issues. good note also that this concern has 
strengthened instead weakening their ability deal with the 
college’s financial problems. 


All these various college groups have their final justification 
what they for the students. the student whom 
are ultimately interested. Yet what havoc has been wrought 
educational thought and practice the expression “student- 
Our efforts do, indeed, center the student, but 
not the student-as-such. the learning, reflecting, and 
advancing student with whom are truly concerned. The 
progress and achievement the student actually our aim. 
This means that the student capable going ahead that 
really commands our attention. 

have students with such capabilities now? course 
have some, but are they enough? seems that 
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these days pressure for admission one the central prob- 
lems college administration lies right here. None 
wants Colby place which denies entrance the average, 
healthy, normal boy girl. the other hand, none 
wants Colby college that tolerates mediocrity. 

The dilemma not imaginary. Our belief democracy 
requires put our best colleges the service the average. 
Our understanding the needs the intellectual life, however, 
forces see that cannot content with average work. 
student who thinks only passably well has not really thought 
talking the alumni about this problem have 
often said that the boy want above all else Colby the 
one who can stimulated excellent teaching “play over 
his head” the classroom just through good coaching 
often led rise above his supposed limitations the athletic 
field. For this need first all very shrewd admissions 
policy. Our officers must able pick candidates with latent 
abilities that can brought out. goes without saying that 
also need teachers with passion for ideas and en- 
thusiasm for sharing them. the third place, need more 
than sprinkling students who are gifted themselves and can 
communicate their own interest their less gifted fellows. 

feeling that shall helped immeasurably finding 
such candidates and stimulating them after they are found when 
the general public has more intelligent view what the col- 
leges are trying do. long society general judges 
its athletic record, thinks its opportunities 
leading business “contacts,” and supposes its life resemble 
that pleasant social club, the cause hopeless. Fortunately 
the war shook out most our complacency, and com- 
petition with Russia rapidly eliminating its last vestiges. The 
nation last looking its colleges with great expectations. 
But one difficulty that does not know what form these 
expectations should take and not clear its own mind about 
the relation academic achievement the demands good 
citizenship. This where the college president, who meets 
various sections the public frequent occasions and under 
varied auspices, has extraordinary chance constructive 
work interpreter. 
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The editor the Quarterly asked for few reminiscent 
opinions. have used much space the two subjects 
promotion and people that little room left for philosophy. 
But may perhaps allowed one final comment the sub- 
ject curriculum reform. came Colby all fired with 
the hope introducing new curriculum based history, 
with the history philosophical ideas the main strand and 
the history science and history literature sub-divisions. 
soon discovered how hopeless would try work any 
such change that particular period Colby’s development. 
This led the question whether such changes are desirable 
any time. good teacher will teach well any curricular 
setting. If, then, college has well-established curriculum 
that producing good results, should one ever attempt up- 
set it? Aren’t new proposals apt merely 
“‘a bag tricks” someone has called them? 

The answer depends course what the particular gim- 
micks tricks are themselves. Yet think can laid 
down general rule that even good curriculum tends 
stale and that real improvements can from time time 
made and should tried spite the anguished cries and 
massive opposition they provoke. The opposition can very 
powerful. must felt and experienced understood. 
And course some well reasoned and not based merely 
unwillingness modify one’s methods teaching. Yet 
the changes made the Colby curriculum during the last 
eighteen years, slight they are with what 
might have been done, seem have pointed the right 
direction and have made for livelier advance toward the 
citadel truth. The most important change, the adoption 
the “January Plan” was brought about almost singlehandedly 
the persuasive influence brilliant successor. 
this only one many indications that Colby has now 
the bridge one who will not lose his bearings and will steer 
the college the right course through whatever troubled seas 
may ahead. 

That and the college may receive the same magnificent 
loyalty shown recent years this wonderful and 
those who have tried serve dearest wish. 


| 


Colby Library Quarterly 309 
BIBLIOGRAPHY THE PUBLICATIONS 
SEELYE BIXLER 


RICHARD CARY 


THe multifarious vision and influence Dr. Bixler are dif- 

ficult pin down the brilliant bits kaleidoscope. 
One tries vainly create and control pattern that will re- 
main stable—and true the man. Whatever one decides 
say him one sentence immediately transmuted the 
next. His capacity for ideas and action irrepressibly diverse. 
the preceding pages have captured only the merest seg- 
ment his accomplishment. This checklist his published 
writings reveals him the protean roles teacher, theologian, 
musician, counsellor, educational theorist, lecturer, administra- 
tor, scholar, traveller, philosopher, father, and humanitarian. 
But too fails completion, for says nothing him 
good friend and sympathetic listener, thespian (Hamlet’s 
father’s ghost), after-dinner droll (unregenerate punster), car 
washer (for Campus Chest), softball pitcher plus ultra. 


Dr. Bixler’s academic degrees A.B., M.A. and Ph.D. were 
earned Amherst, Harvard and Yale. Over the past two 
decades has garnered resplendent bouquet honoraries: 
D.D. from Amherst; L.H.D. from Union, Wesleyan, Bates and 
Harvard; LL.D. from Maine, Brown, Bowdoin and Colby; 
D.C.L. from Acadia (Nova Scotia), American Inter- 
national College. 


During his first year retirement, Dr. Bixler held the posi- 
tions Visiting Professor the Department Religion 
the University Hawaii, and Fellow-In-Residence the 
Center for Advanced Studies Wesleyan University, each for 
semester. has enjoyed the distinction four invitations 
lecture the Salzburg (Austria) Seminar American 
Studies, the latest occasion being this past summer. the 
year come will retain his residence the Wesleyan Cen- 
ter, and will also appear Phi Beta Kappa visiting lecturer 
several colleges and universities across the country. 
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SEPARATE WORKS 


Books 


Religion the Philosophy William James. Marshall Jones 
Company, Boston, 1926. 


Immortality and the Present Mood. Harvard University Press, 
Cambridge, 1931 (Ingersoll Lecture, Harvard University). 


Religion for Free Minds. Brothers, New York and 
London, 1939 (Lowell Institute Lectures, King’s Chapel, 
Boston). 


Conversations With Unrepentant Liberal. Yale University 
Press, New Haven; Geoffrey Cumberlege, Oxford University 


Press, London, 1946 (Dwight Terry Lectures, Yale Uni- 
versity). 


Faith That Brothers, New York, 1951 
(Ayer Lectures, Colgate-Rochester Divinity School). 


Education For Adversity. University Press, Cam- 
bridge, 1952 (Inglis Lecture, Harvard University). 


Pamphlets and Brochures 


Philosophy Today. American Institute Sacred Literature, 
University Chicago, 1928; pp. 


Can Religion Taught? National Council Religion 


Higher Education, New York City, Bulletin February 
1935; 3-19. 


Report the President. Colby College Bulletin, each aca- 
demic year, 1942-1960. 


The Resources Religion and the Aims Higher Education. 
Edward Hazen Foundation, Haddam, Connecticut, 
Pamphlet No. 1942; 5-33. 


The Liberal Sees Through. American Unitarian Church, 
Boston (Pearson Lecture), 1942; 5-27. 
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Colby Has Job Do! Colby Fund Council, Waterville, 
Maine, 1947; 3-7. 


The Deeper Ranges Authority. Sweet Briar College, Vir- 
ginia (Eugene William Lyman Lecture), 1949; 3-26. 


The Idea God Affected Modern Knowledge. 
caster, Pennsylvania (Garvin Lecture), 1950; 4-16. 


Colby College (1813-1953) Venture Newcomen 
Society North America, New York, San Francisco, Mon- 
treal, 1953; 8-26. 


Twelve Years Transition, 1942-1954. Waterville, Maine, 
December 1954; 1-11. 


Il. CONTRIBUTIONS BOOKS 


Phenomenological Approach Religious Realism,” Re- 
ligious Realism, edited Macintosh (Macmillan, New 
York, 1931), 55-98. 


“The Philosophy Religion,” The Church Through Half 
Century, edited Samuel Cavert and Henry Van 
Dusen (Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York and London, 
1936), 145-162. 


“Can Religion Become Empirical?” The Nature Religious 
Experience, edited Julius Seelye Bixler, Robert Cal- 
houn and Helmet Niebuhr (Harper Brothers, New 
York and London, 1937), 68-92. 


Philosophy Religion,” The Philosophy 
Alfred North Whitehead, edited Paul Arthur Schilpp 
(Northwestern University, Evanston and Chicago, 1941), 
487-511. 


“Comments ‘Some Comments Science and Faith,’ 
Hudson Hoagland,” Science, Philosophy and Religion, 
edited Lyman Bryson and Louis Finkelstein (Conference 
Science, Philosophy and Religion Their Relation the 
Democratic Way Life, Inc., New York, 1942), II, 44-45. 


“Two Questions Raised ‘The Moral Equivalent 
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Commemoration William James, 1842-1942, edited 
Brand Blanshard and Herbert Schneider (Columbia 
University Press, New York, 1942), 58-71. 


“William James Religious Thinker,” William James, The 
Man and The Thinker, edited George Sellery and 
Clarence Dykstra (University Wisconsin Press, Madi- 
son, 1942), 117-141. 


Twelve articles Encyclopaedia Religion, edited 
Vergilius Ferm; contributing editor, Julius Seelye Bixler 
(Philosophical Library, New York, 1945). Articles written 
JSB: Rudolf Eucken, Martin Heidegger, Edmund Hus- 
serl, Ingersoll Lectureship, William James, Karl Jaspers, 
Hermann Keyserling, Phenomenology, Pragmatism, Josiah 
Royce, Max Scheler, Albert Schweitzer. 


“Productive Tensions the Work Albert Schweitzer,” 
The Albert Schweitzer Jubilee Book, edited Ro- 
back, with the co-operation Julius Seelye Bixler and 
George Sarton (Sci-art Publishers, Cambridge, Mass., 1945), 
69-86. 


“Science, Materialism and the Human Spirit,” Mid-Century, 
The Social Implications Scientific Progress, edited John 
Burchard (Massachusetts Institute Technology, Cam- 
bridge; John Wiley Sons, New York; Chapman Hall, 
Ltd., London, 1950), 204-213. 


“Albert Schweitzers Einheit der Ehrfurcht Vor 
Dem Leben—Albert Schweitzer, edited Fritz Buri (Paul 
Haupt, Bern, Switzerland, 1954), 233-238. 


“Dr. Schweitzer’s One Answer the Problem the Many,” 
Albert Schweitzer His Eightieth Birthday, edited 
Homer Jack (Friends Albert Schweitzer, Evanston, 
Illinois, 1955), 3-10. 


“The Stars—and Ourselves,” Sermons From Ecumenical 
Pulpit, edited Max Daskam (Starr King Press, Boston, 
1956), 227-234. 


Schweitzer’s Unity Life and Thought,” The Stu- 
dent Seeks Answer, edited John Clark (Colby 
College Press, Waterville, Maine, 1960), 125-138. 
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“The Relevance Reason,” Search God and Immor- 


tality (Beacon Press, Boston, 1961), 27-45. 


CONTRIBUTIONS PAMPHLETS 


“Changes Education Aims Needed After War,” Post-War 
Educational Problems (Portland [Maine] Sunday Telegram 
reprint, 1945), 7-12. 


“Laurens Perseus Hickock, Nineteenth Century Liberal,” 
Union Worthies, edited Harold Larrabee (Union Col- 
lege, Schenectady, New York, 1947), 17-22. 


IV. CONTRIBUTIONS PERIODICALS 


and Against the Heathen,” Nation, CXV (September 13, 
1922), 253-254. 
“William James and Immortality,” Journal Religion, (July 
1925), 378-396. 


and the Philosophy William James,” 
tional Journal Ethics, XXXVI (October 1925), 71-85. 


“The Individual Counts,” Congregationalist, (January 27, 
1927), 104. 


American Prophets,” articles Congregational- 

ist: 

James: The Great Pragmatist,” CXII (Au- 
gust 1927), 139-140, 144. 

“Brightman Boston—Persuasive Personalist,” CXII 
(September 1927), 302-303. 

Theism,” CXII (September 15, 1927), 335-336. 

IV. “Pratt Williams—Comprehensive Critic,’ 
(September 22, 1927), 367-369. 

“Hocking Harvard—Present-Day Defender the 
Absolute,” CXII (September 29, 1927), 395-396. 

“Macintosh Yale—Theological CXII 
(October 1927), 428-429. 

VII. Jones Haverford—Philosopher and Friend,” 
CXII (October 20, 1927), 493-494. 
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“Bennett Yale—Modern Apologist for 
Mysticism,” CXII (November 17, 1927), 623- 
624. 

VIII. “George Coe—Educator,” CXIII (January 
26, 1928), 114-115. 

“Alfred North Whitehead—Herald New Era,” 
(April 12, 1928), 456-457, 474. 

XI. “Wieman Chicago—Religious CXIII 
(May 1928), 557-558. 

(July 26, 1928), 108-109. 

“Summary and CXIII (August 
1928), 138-140. 


“The Philosopher’s Chair,” column XLIV- 
XLV (December 1927-June 1928). 


“Interpreter Jesus and Bach,” Christian Century, XLV 
(November 15, 1928), 1395-1396. 


“Studying Keyserling Home,” Christian Century, XLVI (Jan- 
uary 24, 1929), 112-114. 


“Germany’s Crisis Theologians,” Christian Century, XLVI 
(June 1929), 741-743. 


“Emil Brunner Representative the Theology Crisis,” 
Journal Religion, (July 1929), 446-459. 


“Rudolf Otto Religious Teacher,” Christian Century, 
XLVI (July 17, 1929), 913-914. 


“Eucken’s Spirit Still Lives!” Christian Century, XLVI (July 
31, 1929), 962-964. 


der amerikanischen Religionsphilosophie,” 
Die Tatwelt (Jena), (July-September 1929), 103-111. 


“German Phenomenology and Its Implications for Religion,” 
Journal Religion, (October 1929), 589-606. 


“Men and Tendencies German Religious Thought,” Harvard 
Theological Review, XXIII (January 1930), 1-18. 


“Impressions German Religious Teachers,” Congregation- 
alist, CXV (January 16, 1930), 82-84. 
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“Professor Gardiner’s Philosophy Religion,” Smith Alumnae 
Quarterly, XXI (February 1930), 143-145. 


“Professor Dewey Discusses Religion,” Harvard Theological 
Review, XXIII (July 1930), 214-233. 


Year’s Leave Absence Abroad,” Smith Alumnae Quar- 
terly, XXI (July 1930), 403-407. 


“Germany’s Quest for Absolute,” Journal 
Ethics, XLI (October 1930), 58-74. 

Education,” Proceedings the National Association 
Principals Schools for Girls (February 1931), 124-137. 

Then, the Theology Crisis?” Christian Education, 
XIV (April 1931), 735-740. 

“Charles Scholar-Teacher,” American 
Scholar, (January 1932), 100-104. 


“Why Not Universal Religion?” Congregationalist, CXVII 
(August 18, 1932), 


“William James and Our Changing World,” American Scholar, 
(October 1932), 392-400. 


“Religion For Our Children,” Smith Alumnae Quarterly, 
(February 1933), 117-121. (Reprinted in: Church Month- 
ly, VII (June 1933), 155-159, 163; also Christian, 
(July 1933), 536-539.) 


“German Christian Register, CXII (October 12, 
1933), 665. 


“German Conversations: I,” Congregationalist, CXVIII (No- 
vember 1933), 1051. 


“German Conversations: II,” Congregationalist, (No- 
vember 16, 1933), 1068. 


“Contemporary Thought Around the Schweit- 
Christian Register, (January 1934), 3-4. 


“Recent Reflections Immortality,” Humanist, VII (March- 
April 1934), 29-31. 


“The Patriot and the Pragmatist,” Journal Religion, 
(July 1934), 253-264. 
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Battle Line,” Christian Register, 
CXIII (August 16, 1934), 491-493. 


“An Analogy From History,” Advance, CXXVII (February 
28, 1935), 168. 


“The Unifying Influence Liberalism,” Christian Register, 
CXIV (February 28, 1935), 135-136. 


“Toward New Idea Immortality,” Christian Register, 
CXIV (April 18, 1935), 257-258. 


“Dialogue Limbo,” Harvard Teachers Record, (June 
1935), 139-147. 


“The Mystic and His Absolutes,” Journal Religion, 
(July 1935), 294-308. 


“Shall Let the Ladies Join American Scholar, 
(Autumn 1935), 474-483. 


“Our Words and Our Times,” Advance, CXXVIII (January 
1936), 154-156. 


“Unitarians Appraise Principles and Methods,” Christian Reg- 
ister, CXV (April 23, 1936), 279-280. 


“Josiah Royce—Twenty Years After,” Harvard Theological 
Review, XXIX (July 1936), 197-224. 


“The Spirit and the Life: Dialogue,” Review Religion, 
(January 1937), 113-135. 


“The Skeptical Revolt,” Die Tatwelt (Jena), XIII (December 
1937), 202-206. 


“Gothic Time and Puritan Space,” Christian Register, CXVI 
(December 1937), 729-730. 


“Must Religion Unreasonable?” American Scholar, 
(Summer 1939), 358-371. 


“The Contribution Harvard Theo- 
logical Review, XXXIII (January 1940), 35-63. 


“The Background for Hitler German Thought,” American 
Scholar, (Autumn 1940), 437-448. 
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“Harvard Divinity School,” Crozer Quarterly, XVIII (April 
1941), 103-104. 


the Problem Suffering,” Crozer Quarterly, XVIII 
(October 1941), 288-296. 


“William James,” [unsigned] Harvard Alumni Bulletin, 
(February 28, 1942), 339. 


“Albert Schweitzer,” Christian Register, CXXI (April 1942), 
111. 


“Two Questions Raised William James’s Essay 
Moral Equivalent War,’” Harvard Theological Review, 
XXXV (April 1942), 118-129. 


“The Community and the Smaller College,” Harvard Alumni 
Bulletin, XLIV (May 16, 1942), 490-491. 


“The President’s Colby Alumnus, bi-monthly July 1942- 
July 1950, quarterly October 1950-Spring 1960. 


“The Problem Religious Knowledge,” Philosophical Review, 
(November 1942), 574-586. 


“The Best Things the Worst Times,” Crozer Quarterly, 
(October 1943), 280-285. 


“The Search for Reasonable Authority,” Christian Register, 
CXXIII (August 1944), 284-285. 


1944), 35-39. 


“Report the Sub-Committee Amherst Alumni 
Council News, XVIII (February 1945), 103-111. 


“Letters from William James Théodule Ribot,” Colby 
Library Quarterly, (March 1945), 153-161. 


“Physicians Metaphysicians,” Journal the Maine Medical 
Association, XXXVI (October 1945), 167-168, 173. (Re- 
printed Connecticut State Medical Journal, (July 1946), 
576-577. 


“The College Christian Association,” Woman’s Press, 
(November 1945), 19, 34. 
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“Colby College and Maine,” Pine Cone, (Spring 1946), 
10-14. 


“More Than Miracles,” Christian Register, (September 
1947), 317. 


“The Faith That Keeps Going,” Proceedings the Cum 
Laude Society (December 30, 1947), 4-8. 


Faith for Our Faltering Feet,” Journal the National As- 
sociation Deans Women, (June 1948), 166-173. 


“The Meaning Science,” Colby College Bulletin, XLVIII 
(July 1948), 5-8. 


“The Affinities Science with Morality and Religion,” Bulle- 
tin the Atomic Scientists, (June-July 1949), 194-196. 


“Three Philosophies Life,” Acadia XXXV (July 
1949), 14-17. 


“Four Freedoms College Life,” Colby Alumnus, XXXIX 
(July 15, 1950), 7-11. 


“The Greatest Preachers,” American-German Review, XVI 
(August 1950), 5-6, 39. 


“Albert Schweitzer,” Bulletin, General Theological Library, 
(April 1951), 7-8. 


“Reflections the Art Teaching,” School Bul- 
letin, Series (November 1951), 4-7. 


“Old Salzburg and New World,” Harvard Alumni Bulletin, 
LIV (December 1951), 259-263. 


“The Place Music the Liberal Arts College 
Music Association, Papers and Addresses (1951), 20-27. 


Letter from William James,” Colby Library Quarterly, 
(August 1952), 101-102. 


“What American American Philosophy?” Colby Scholar, 
(October 1952), 


“On the Art Teaching,” Phillips Exeter Bulletin, XLIX 
(November 1952), 7-8. 


“What Europe Expects American Education,” Proceedings, 
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Middle States Association Colleges and Secondary Schools 
(1952), 64-66. 


“Philosophy, the Guide Life,” Clark University Helicon 
(Spring 1953), 3-13. 


Religious Program for the Independent College,” Religious 
Education, (July 1953), 215-218. 


“The Best Things the Worst Times,” Briarcliff Junior Col- 
lege Bulletin, (June 1954), 11-17. 


Lambarene,” Saturday Review, XXXVIII (January 
15, 1955), 24. 


“What Are the Liberal Arts?” Eleusis Chi Omega, CVII 
(September 1955), 372-375. 


Approaches Belief,” four articles Review: 
“Romantic Feeling,” XIII (Spring 1956), 1-10. 
“The Existential Act,” XIII (Fall 1956), 1-13. 
“The Mystic Way,” XIII (Fall 1956), 15-24. 
“The Rational Synthesis,” (Winter 1956), 15-24. 


Mass Pressures Invaded the Campus?” Bulletin, Amer- 
ica’s Town Meeting the Air, XXI (April 1956), 2-3, 


“The Church and the God Truth,” Andover Newton Bulle- 
tin, (June 1956), 9-10. 


“The Why and How Corporate Giving,” Conference Re- 
corder, National Industrial Conference Board, Inc., (1956), 
86-91. 


“Adult Education—The Next Challenge for the Church,” 
Maine Universalist, (January-February 1957), 1-2, 


“An Experiment Undergraduate Thinking,” Bulletin, Amer- 
ican Association University Professors, (June 
1957), 282-287. (Condensed Digest, 
(October 1957), 27-29.) 


“Good Will and Opportunity,” Good Will Record, (Jan- 
uary 1958), 8-11. 

“The Humanities and the Open Door Faith,” Religious Edu- 
cation, (November-December 1958), 483-488. 
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“Education For Hardship,” University Maine Bulletin, 
(December 15, 1958), 3-14. more complete version 
New England Association Review, (May 1959), 4-5, 
15-17.) 

“The Existentialists and William American Scholar, 
XXVIII (Winter 1958-59), 80-90. 


“This Creative Age Ours,” Colby Alumnus, XLIX (Sum- 
mer 1960), 8-12. 


“The Salzburg Seminars,” Amherst Alumni News, (Fall 
1960), 9-12. 


“His Heart Belongs Colby Alumnus, (Fall 
1960), 12-13. 


“Notes the Education College President,” Colby Library 
Quarterly, (September 1961), 300-308. 


CONTRIBUTIONS NEWSPAPERS 


“War Underscores Colleges’ Boston Herald (Novem- 
ber 29, 1942), 34. 


“Overhauling Urged For Philosophy Teaching,’ New York 
Herald Tribune, Section (February 20, 1944), 1-2. 

“Changes Education Aims Needed After War,” Portland 
Sunday Telegram, Section (March 11, 1945), 

“The Liberal Arts These Illiberal Times,” Portland Press 
Herald (April 1953), 


“Colby’s Program Arts,” Waterville Morning Sentinel, Sec- 
tion (March 1954), SE, 13E, 15E, 19E. 


“Schweitzer Teams Head and Heart,” Washington Post, Sec- 
tion (January 1955), 


“Albert Schweitzer—Spiritual Adventurer,” St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch, Section (January 16, 1955), 2B. (Reprinted 
from Saturday Review.) 


1957’s Europe Looks the United States,” Portland 
Sunday Telegram (September 29, 1957), 14. 


“Bright Future Seen for Liberal Arts College,’ Waterville 
Morning Sentinel (April 13, 1959), 
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ning Express (October 13, 1959), 


Bulletin, Feature Section (January 15, (Reprinted 
Colby Echo (February 24, 1961), 5.) 


VI. BOOK REVIEWS 


Dr. Bixler recalls with sentimental smile that his first pub- 
lished book review Clyde Macintosh’s Theology 
Empirical Science) appeared the Journal Philosophy for 
March 25, 1920, while was still graduate student. 
the next four decades reviewed over three hundred other 
volumes. his own suggestion they are simply summarized 
here, round numbers and approximate dates. 


100 reviews the Springfield (Mass.) Republican, daily and 
Sunday editions: 1924-1933. 


100 reviews Harvard Divinity School Bulletin: 1933-1942. 
reviews Journal Religion: 1924-1958. 
reviews Christian Register: 1933-1938. 


reviews various journals, including Atlantic Monthly, Sat- 
urday Review, Philosophical Review, Journal Bible and 
Religion, Journal Religious Thought, The Pastor, Journal 
the American Humanist Association, Amherst Alumni 
News, Advance, Boston Herald, Crozer Quarterly, Christen- 
dom, Journal Biblical Literature, New Humanist, Review 
Religion, Bowdoin Alumnus, Religion Life, Books 
Abroad, Journal Liberal Religion, The Wellspring, Yale 
Divinity News. 
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Bixler’s accomplishment Colby College will course 

enshrined the hearts its constituency and its re- 
corded annals. Three other palpable factors will continue 
keep his regime green the memory generations come. 
Typical his versatile interests, one brick building, one 
academic honor, one active competition. 


Bixler Art and Music Center. the facing page displayed 

transcription the dedicatory plaque which adorns the front 
wall this beautiful building, made possible through Dr. Bix- 
ler’s prodigious zeal for the fine arts. One the entrances 
depicted below: the Montague Outdoor Sculpture Court, with 
and Child” centerpiece William Zorach. 


tion, founded during Dr. Bixler’s tenure, presented him his 
final Colby Commencement sum money sufficient es- 
tablish number annual student scholarships. Admission 
this group Bixler Scholars determined strictly aca- 
demic criteria, and the amount based upon the degree 
need. 


Julius Seelye Bixler Scholarship Fund. The Parents Associa- 


Bixler Bowl. Set stimulate fraternities “continuously 
justify themselves through contributing the overall work 
the college program,” this replica silver the Paul Revere 
Bowl will awarded the fraternity which wins the annual 
competition for three consecutive years. The competition in- 

cludes five main areas campus activity: Administration, 
Scholarship, Special Events, Athletic Contests, and Leadership. 


= 


BIXLER ART AND MUSIC CENTER 


HONOR 
JULIUS SEELYE BIXLER 


TEACHER PHILOSOPHER HUMANITARIAN 


PRESIDENT COLBY COLLEGE 1942-1960 


“May who are here and those who follow mindful 
the task the past imposes and the lure the future holds.” 
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Editor’s Epilogue 


Who’s Who: Stephen Coburn Pepper Professor Phi- 
losophy the University California Berkeley. has 
written least nine books and amplitude articles the 
subjects ethics, esthetics and metaphysics. His three de- 
grees are from Harvard, and received Colby’s L.H.D. 
1950. His latest tome The Sources Value (1958). 


Reginald Sturtevant, 1921 Colby alumnus, currentiy 
President the Livermore Falls (Me.) Trust Company and 
Chairman the Board Trustees Colby College. 


Cynthia Love Estes was graduated from Colby, June 1960, 
with honors the Comprehensive Examination for Philosophy- 
Religion. 


Long Remember: The keystone articles last June’s QUAR- 
TERLY dealing with political pundit John Long served 
stoke the fires recall within Dr. Ernest Marriner, for- 
merly Dean Faculty, now Historian, Colby College. 
all his public life Lieutenant-Governor and Governor 
Massachusetts, member Congress, and Secretary the Navy, 
Long was peculiarly shy man. would never start sub- 
ject conversation, neither would change it. But could 
fairly voluble about when someone else had begun.” 

Dr. Marriner remembers returning Hebron Academy for 
commencement, sitting with Long (who was trustee) 
pile rocks which had been cleared from the baseball field, 
and listening him tell how had substituted his own simple 
personal code for the more difficult official Navy code the 
message ordering Admiral Dewey enter Manila Bay. 

Long loved express himself rolling Johnsonian paral- 
lelisms, but Dean Marriner’s favorite the laconic simile 
used describe Teddy Roosevelt following McKinley into the 
bobcat chasing turtle.” 


Oil Accounted For: Mr. Bacon Collamore’s generosity 
Colby over the years evident many exhibits the Edwin 
Arlington Robinson Room. Recently added substantial 
oil portrait the poet, done 1910 William Sherman 
Potts, one Robinson’s Greenwich Village friends. With this, 
Colby now has the distinction possessing the only two exist- 
ing paintings EAR. 


COLBY LIBRARY ASSOCIATES 
Founded 1935 


The object this organization increase the resources the 
Colby College Library securing gifts and providing funds for the 


purchase books, manuscripts, and other materials which the Library 
could not otherwise acquire. 


Membership open anyone annual subscription five dol- 
lars more (undergraduates, fifty cents; graduates the College dur- 
ing the first five years after graduation, one dollar), equivalent 
gift books other materials needed the Library. Members are 
invited renew their memberships without special reminder any 
date after July the beginning the fiscal year. 


All members receive copies the QUARTERLY and 
notification the meetings the society. 


Officers for 1961-1962 are: 
Founder: Frederick Pottle, Yale University. 
President: Archille Biron. 
Vice-President: James Gillespie. 
Student Vice-Presidents: Jennifer Nesbit, Wesley Miller, 
Secretary-Treasurer: John McKenna. 


Committee Book Purchases: Colin MacKay (term expires 1962); 
Inez Noyes (term expires 1963); and (ex officiis) the President, 
the Vice-President, and the Secretary. 


Curator Rare Books and Manuscripts: Richard Cary. 
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from COLBY COLLEGE PRESS 


THE STUDENT SEEKS ANSWER, edited Professor John 
Clark, volume essays which gives some significant 
answers questions the good life, the good society, world 
peace, religion, and psychology and science relation 
religion. These papers were all presented the students 
Colby College the Ingraham Lecture Series, organized 
provide searching expositions and discussions topics areas 
chosen the students themselves. 


Sixteen scholars widely recognized outstandingly able 
demonstrate advanced and creative thought these problems 
are included: 


Brand Blanshard Paul Tillich 
John Macmurray John Bennett 
Paul Schilpp Dana Farnsworth 


Gregory Vlastos Edwin Aubrey 
Harold Larrabee Raphael Demos 
John Noss Theodore Greene 
Gordon Allport Scott Buchanan 

Seelye Bixler Albert Martin 


Three Blanshard and Macmurray 
have held the Gifford Lectureship. 


Recommended for students, youth organizations, churches, 
parents, philosophers, theologians and teachers. 


346 pp. $5.00 


Copies may obtained from: 


COLBY COLLEGE PRESS 
WATERVILLE 
MAINE 
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